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Key dates for Term 1

20t Mar — APPS performing at
Mooroolbark Festival

21st Mar — Harmony Day

24t Mar — GRIP Leadership conference

25t Mar — Twilight Working Bee

29" Mar — Community Coffee

8t Apr — Last day Term 1, 2.30pm finish

From the Principal
Dear APPS Community,

The time has come to say goodbye to our old
playground, which has served our community
well for a number of years. We are, however,
very excited to watch the process of creating our
new playground!

From Monday 21st March, the courtyard area
will also be cordoned off to begin construction
on the shade structure between our two main
buildings.

This will, of course, impact our morning drop-offs
and afternoon pick-ups. As the courtyard is out
of action, from Monday drop-off and pick-up
will occur at the front of the school for all

students. F-2 students will be able to enter their

studio from the studio double doors at the front
of the school. Our 3-6 students will access their
building via the breezeway (on The Orchard side
of the library). We apologise for any
inconvenience, but we are looking forward to
having an additional shaded area for outside
learning and play.

Twilight Working Bee — Next Friday
afternoon

We are very excited to be able to have the
opportunity for our community to enjoy an
evening together once again, working on our
beautiful garden. Please see flyer later in the
newsletter for mor details (including a sausage
sizzle!!). We look forward to seeing you here
next Friday from 4pm.

Community Coffee

We look forward to offering an opportunity for
the community to come and have a coffee and
chat with Jane C on Tuesday 29" March at
9.15am. All welcome!
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Most improved NAPLAN scores

In case you missed the article in The Age,
Ainslie Parklands Primary School received
recognition for being amongst the top schools in
Victoria for improved NAPLAN scores Victoria
NAPLAN results: The state’s most

improved schools (theage.com.au)
Congratulations to our staff, students and
families for your hard work!

School Council 2022 — Elections

We still have casual vacancies for School
Council available (which is a one-year term). If
you are interested in this, or being a part of

the Community Engagement group of parents,
please do not hesitate to catch me in the yard,
call or contact me at
Jane.Capon@education.vic.gov.au

COVIDSafe measures extension

While many COVID restrictions have eased in
some settings, this is not necessarily the case
for primary schools just yet. Restrictions still in
place at primary schools include:

- Any parents/visitors entering any school
building must first check in at the office

- While parents no longer need to QR check-in at
the office, we are still required to sight evidence of
two doses of COVID-19 vaccinations or have a
valid medical exception in order to enter a school
building or be present at a school event

- All staff and and visitors (aged 8 and above)
entering primary school buildings must wear a face
mask, unless an exception applies

- Students in Grade 3-6 are required to wear a face
mask inside, unless an exception applies

- Children in Foundation - Grade 2 are strongly
recommended to wear a mask when inside

- Parents are not required to present evidence of
vaccination for drop off or pick up students outside

- Parents, staff and students are not required to
wear masks outside, unless physical distancing
cannot occur

In addition, we are still undertaking COVID safe
practices at APPS such as increased ventilation,
air purifiers, hand hygiene, physical distancing,
learning outdoors where possible and Rapid
Antigen Tests twice weekly. We thank you for your
co-operation in following these practices while
restrictions remain in place.

What to do if your child tests positive

Please report the positive case through the
Student COVID-19 Test Portal Login
(educationapps.vic.gov.au) or you can notify the
school in writing or by phone. You must also
report your child’s positive test to the
Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive
Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form COVID-
19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting
Form - Department of Health Portal
(powerappsportals.com) or call centre on 1800
675 398.

Further information for languages other than
English:

* For school information in languages other than
English, call TIS National on 131 450.

* Please ask them to call the DET COVID-19
hotline on 1800 338 663 and they will help
interpret.

* For translated written information about
COVID-19, please visit: Translated information
about COVID-19 | Coronavirus Victoria.

* For health advice in languages other than
English, visit Translated information about
COVID-19 | Coronavirus Victoria

Hats, drink bottles and masks
A reminder that all students are required to wear

a hat outdoors when the UV rating is 3 or above
(which is usually every day in Terms 1 & 4, with
days sometimes occurring in Term 2). Students
are also encouraged to bring a water bottle.
Students in Grades 3-6 are required to wear a
mask indoors (unless they have an exemption)
and it is strongly recommended that students in
Foundation — Grade 2 also wear masks inside.
If all of these items can be named (as well as
clothing items), we can ensure that lost items
are returned to their owner.

Harmony Day
We will be celebrating Harmony Day next

Monday 215t March. Harmony Day celebrates
Australia’s cultural diversity. It's about
inclusiveness, respect, and a sense of belonging
for everyone.

At APPS, students will be able to come to school
dressed in clothing/costumes from other
countries. They may also choose to come to
school wearing the national colours of a country.
Children will also participate in some special
activities through the day.

Entering school building via the office only
Please note that parents are not permitted to
enter any buildings during drop off or pick up.
Any parents who need to enter school buildings
must first attend the office to sign in and show
their vaccination certificate.

As always, if you would like to contact me
directly, please catch me in the yard or email me
directly on Jane.Capon@education.vic.gov.au

Regards,

Jane.
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When:

APPS Choir performing at the Mooroolbark Festival!!
Sunday March 20th

Arrival Time: 11:15
Performance Time: 11:35-11:55
Students Performing:  Choir, Grade 3/4/5 and F-2

Further details will be posted to compass soon
We hope to see as many of you there as possible!
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Working Bee

Dear APPS Families and Community

Our first working bee for the year will be held on Friday 25t March from 4-5.30pm.

During that time, we'll be working near the basketball court and in the Orchard. There will
be plenty of opportunities for families to work together.

We would love you to join us for:

e Weeding in the Orchard
e Mulching near our Compost bays
e Planting

It would be greatly appreciated if you can bring your own gloves and tools. We have
some equipment in the shed, but want to ensure there are enough for everyone to get
involved. Extra spades and wheelbarrows would be extremely helpful.

To help us order enough materials please indicate on the slip below if you can help out
and return to the school office.

With the kind of support of Coles Croydon there will be a sausage sizzle to enjoy after your
hard work. Please detail any special dietary requirements below to help us with catering.

Yes the family will be attending the
Working Bee on Friday 25th March 2022.

There will be: adults children

Dietary requirements:




Grade 6 Studio

- Year 6 students doing spelling out in the sunshine

- In music this week, Year 6 students played “Thunder” by Imagine Dragons on bucket drums,
keyboards and vocals. They did an awesome job focusing and staying in time with one another.




From the 3/4/5 Studio

Our Year 3 and 4 students have been studying ‘Democracy, Community and Me’ as our
Inquiry unit for Term 1. Throughout the sessions students have explored local government,
voting systems, laws, rules and possible consequences for breaking these. We have also
participated in discussions and activities that focussed on inclusion, fairness and belonging
in our community. Students are now working on individual projects creating their own
country, including laws, rules and inclusive communities. Here is a snapshot of their
progress so far. We are excited to see the finished products in a few weeks!
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From the F-2 Studio

The F-2 studio have been learning about what life was like in the past. We have been writing letters to ask our families to tell us stories
from when they were little.
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Tennis Clinics

We have also been enjoying the Tennis Clinics we’ve had over the last couple of weeks.

Year 6 students

F-2 students




FROM THE OFFICE

STUDENT LATE ARRIVALS WE WA"T
Just

Dear Parents

If your child arrives at school after the bell has sounded at 9:00am then your vo"" Br 0‘85.

child will be considered late or absent from school and will need to be

signed in by a parent or guardian at the office. )
This will assist you in avoiding receiving an SMS from the school notifying Students in Grades 3 to 6 have an

ou that your child is absent. . " 9 :
Y Y opportunity to learn music, participate in
weekly brass band rehearsals, and weekly

tutoring from a professional musician!
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SERVING CHILDREN, FAMILIES & COMMUNITIES

If you're interested, ask for a form from
the office, or email Chandra Exon
Chandra.Exon2@salvationarmy.org.au

COULD YOU
FOSTER A
CHILD?

We URGENTLY need Foster Carers
in your area. Enquire now on how
you can help change a child’s life.

Canifoster.com.au | 1800 932 273
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Karralyka Centre
13 April - I2pm & 2pm

BOOK NOW!
ds (03) 9870 2888

www.karralyka.com.au




